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SPEAKING

BY GEOFF DONALDSON

Ephesians 4:15 reads. ‘Instead, speaking
the truth in love, we will grow to become
in every respect the mature body of him
who is the head, that is, Christ.” This verse
is not about us saying what we think

of someone and then adding a little bit

of love to soften the blow! The context
points to the truth in mind being Biblical
teaching, the preceding verse makes

this clear, ‘we will no longer be infants,
tossed back and forth by the waves, and
blown here and there by every wind of
teaching and by the cunning and craftiness
of people in their deceitful scheming...
instead , speaking truth the truth in love...”

Speaking truth in love is in fact a
lifeline for those who never have heard
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LOVE

stand closely together.

The evangelical tradition is possibly better renowned for ‘speaking
truth’ rather than ‘speaking love™? And at times the perception can
be that the speaking truth comes at the expense of speaking love.
This might be open for debate but with much greater certainty we
can say that Scripture shows that the speaking of truth and love

the Gospel preached or who drifted
away through false teachings.

ECM has a core focus on bringing the
Gospel to Europe through discipleship and
Church planting - these tasks require our
missionaries to both speak truth and love
into the lives of people who have little or
no knowledge of Christ. The challenge
comes in that many people in Europe
today have had their thinking shaped

by secularism, nationalism and religious
pluralism all of this can challenge and
undermine the truth of the Gospel. How
important and encouraging it is to read the
contributions in this edition of ECM Life

of ECM workers from Ireland and beyond
intentionally speaking truth in love.
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It was love at first sight for Ana, it was ..interesting for me!
I'm not talking about the day we met, that was love at first
sight for me. I'm referring to The Mark Drama®. If you're not
familiar, The Mark Drama is the gospel of Mark performed
using theatre in the round, with all the events registered by
Mark and all of Jesus words in 90 minutes, “no props, no
costumes, no professionals, just gospel”.

ECM LIFE Image: Coimbra University, Portugal
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The Mark Drama is an evangelistic tool that
churches and other Christian ministries
can use and it is used a lot throughout
Europe in a Christian Union environment at
universities. It has a lot of advantages as

it drives the group (church or GBU/IFES/
CU) to have conversations with institutions
to try and get a more neutral space. Of
course, the performances can happen in

a church but it might be easier to invite
someone to a public school, to a university
canteen or a city council space. It’s also

an easier invite when you ask a friend

to come and see a play for free and one
where you’re taking part!

The Mark Drama is also a discipleship tool.
The team that performs must memorize
the order of events in Mark’s gospel. It
takes Christians to the Bible to wrestle
with memorizing events, but also thinking
more profoundly about the Jesus that
Mark wanted us to see; the Son of God.
We had a team of 14 young Christians and
today, two are in ministry and most of the
others are committed Christians serving
their local churches.

In 2013, Portugal had the first set of
performances in Coimbra, with GBU (IFES,
Christian university students). At the time
Matt George was the GBU secretary and he
invited Andrew Page, the author of The Mark
Drama, to Coimbra to direct a performance.

Also in 2013, Ana and | were in our first year
in full time ministry with the church in Eiras,
Coimbra and with the GBU in partnership
with Matt and Louise. Ana translated
Andrew Page whilst he directed the first
team of Christians in Coimbra performing
The Mark Drama.
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Ana has coordinated a few more

performances always with GBU students.
That is until 2023 when our church, Eiras
Coimbra, went ahead to start a church plant
in the city. In March 2024 we had the first
performance of The Mark Drama by a church
group, the mother church Eiras and the
church plant, Comunidade da Graga Coimbra.

Tina Turner sang “what’s love got to do with
it?” and you’re reading an ECM magazine
and might think what part did ECM have?
Well, Matt and Louise George were ECM
Australia missionaries in Coimbra. Matt had
attended the ECM Biennial where Andrew
Page was invited to come and share The
Mark Drama. Ana and | are now ECM Ireland
missionaries in Coimbra. ECM has provided
the network and the missionaries for the
work of the gospel in Coimbra and it’s
amazing to think that all who support ECM
and its missionaries through prayer and
giving are part of what God is doing through
His people for His glory.

‘Give thanks for the information
session Ana led at the Baptist Church

on 28 March in the city of Braga.
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There are few greater joys than seeing little ones soaking up the message of
God’s Word and storing it in their hearts as they memorise verses.

Our Saturday kids' club is a special
opportunity to teach of the ways that God
loved and guided his people in the Old
Testament. There are also few greater joys
than seeing a family sitting around their
coffee table with God’s Word open before
them, reading it for the very first time and
grappling with the claims of Jesus. Or
hearing a young man sharing across a table
in a café about how he came to understand
God’s love, not in the least ashamed in
front of his peers. Or when someone we
have known for years finally opens up to a
deeper spiritual conversation.

Jesus said that there is no greater love than
to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. We

"We are compelled to speak of
the love of Jesus, the one who
sacrificed Himself for us, freeing
us from the burden of having to
prove our own worthiness to God."

wonder if speaking the truth in love might
also be one of the Christian’s great acts of
love? March is the month of Ramadan when
many around us are fasting, hoping to earn
God’s favour. As we feel the weight of this
period, we are compelled to speak of the
love of Jesus, the one who sacrificed Himself
for us, freeing us from the burden of having
to prove our own worthiness to God.
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With the new Discipleship Explored programme, ECM is

partnering to bring hope and transformation to Czech prisons.

While the Czech Republic is a beautiful
country with a rich history and spiritual
heritage (Jan Jus, J. A. Komensky, Moravian
brethens), nowadays it ranks as one of the
most atheistic and agnostic countries in the
world. Among a population of 10.7 million,
only 0.5% identifies as evangelical Christians,
the need for Gospel outreach is immense.

For nearly a decade, the Prisoner’s Journey
program has been sharing the hope of
Christ with inmates across 19 prisons,
transforming lives through the message of
forgiveness and restoration. Building on this
foundation, ECM worker Martina Valcharova
is partnering to launch the Discipleship
Explored Prison Edition, a programme
designed to help new believers behind bars
grow in their faith.

1. Purpose: It's designed to help
inmates explore Christian discipleship
and deepen their faith.

2. Content: The course is based on
Paul’s letter to the Philippians, focusing
on what it means to live as a follower
of Jesus Christ.

3. Format: It typically consists of

eight sessions, each including a video

presentation, group discussion, and
personal reflection.

4. Accessibility: The material is adapted
to be more relevant and understandable
for those in a prison environment.

Based on Paul’s letter to the Philippians,

it addresses the unique challenges faced
by incarcerated individuals, guiding them
to find freedom, purpose, and a restored

identity in Christ.

One inmate described the impact of
this work:

“T feel freer inside these walls
than I ever did outside, now that
Christ is in my life.”

The programme goes beyond teaching,
meeting prisoners at their deepest point of
need and equipping them to build a new
life grounded in faith.

Looking Ahead

The next steps involve translating
materials into Czech, distributing
resources to prisons, and training
chaplains and volunteers to lead the
program. With this initiative, ECM aims
to extend the message of Christ’s love
and healing to more lives behind bars,
demonstrating that no one is forgotten
in God’s kingdom.

Stay tuned as this transformative project
unfolds and continues to change lives in
the Czech Republic’s prisons.
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Geoff Donaldson

Director, ECM Ireland

To ‘fly’ people to Slovenia, Greece, Spain
and Ireland in one evening is ambitious
but thanks to technology and video we
managed to accomplish this journey! We
welcomed people to the ‘departure lounge’
for refreshments before calling them

to board their flights to Europe. During
the trip they watched videos, heard live
reports and listened in on a conversation
between some of our workers. Those
travelling really entered the spirit of the
evenings - even being prepared to ‘board
from the front row’!

However, the real journey we wanted

to take people on was a journey into an
awareness of the Gospel challenges across
the European nations and how our ECM
Ireland missionaries are embracing these
opportunities. We wanted to develop a
greater understanding of Europe as a
mission field and provide specific examples
of God is working through ECM Ireland
missionaries. Striking in the various reports
was the diversity in ministry as we heard

WITH

about Church Planting (in Slovenia),
practical work amongst the Roma
community (in Athens), using practical skills
in mission such as computer and networking
expertise (in Athens) and reaching the
nations with the Gospel (in Belfast).

Throughout the presentations from our
workers there was a clear emphasis on
partnerships and working together. This
was demonstrated by David Gilkinson
(Spain) sharing about the partnership
with Exodus leading to 9 teams going to

9 local Churches in the Salou area this
summer. And hearing Giorgos and Luciana
talk about their respective ministries and
ministry partnerships in Athens. Partnership
is vital in mission and at the end of each
Roadshow evening we invited everyone to
consider how they could partner with ECM
in prayer, giving and going.

And due to customer satisfaction, we are
keen to take the Roadshow to more places. If
you would be interested in hosting it in your
Church later this year then contact our pilot
- geoff.donaldson@ecmi.org - to find out
more and book your trip.
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Noah Bartlett

Noah Bartlett, ECM member,
Northern Ireland

After circling the town centre a couple of
times and accidentally pulling up to what
we thought was a church but turned out to
be a hostel for former prisoners, we finally
find the church we were meant to be at. It

is pitch black and my city boy bias is active.
Living in the grand metropolis that is Belfast
| have this terrible tendency to think of
churches everywhere else in Northern Ireland
as ‘country churches’ and all the undeserved
stereotypes that come with that name.

| was strongly rebuked that night for

my prejudice and misconceptions... This
‘country’ church filled up with people eager
to hear more about what God is doing
across Europe through ECM. The minister
had even called other churches about this
event and they had cancelled their mid week
Bible studies and activities to be there.

As the ECM roadshow finished, | found
myself low, kind of like the sadness you feel
after a big event or holiday has come to an
end. But | also was so encouraged to see
that churches across Northern Ireland are
excited to see that God is at work... even on

our doorstep.
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i Ally Holmes, ECM member,
Ireland

A church building filled with people,
but not just anyone.

People who are willing to come out on
a cold dark night to hear what God is
doing throughout Europe. How God

is working through youth camps, and
Churches, though discipleship and
conversations along the way. How

God is bringing together people from
different nations to show the beauty of
His unity in the wonderful diversity that
helps us see more of who God is in the
people he has created.

A church building were missionaries
come telling stories of brokenness and
need and guilt and fears and weakness
and strength only through a God who
uses the ordinary every day.

A Church were strangers gather, united
in the joy of seeing God at work in his
people, those His and those yet to know
Him fully. Where the prayer warriors

join with those they are upholding and
enabling through their prayers. A place
where friendships and ties are realised as
we stand united before God with a heart
to live fully for Him in whatever space he
has placed us.
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Three years of war in Ukraine have
tested many, but God’s faithfulness
remains unwavering. Through
ECM'’s partnership with the church
in Irpin, we helped establish
volunteer centres that have now
blossomed into church plants.

These centres were born from a crisis,
but they’'ve become places of hope,
community, and transformation. Today,

we are proud to hear reports from these
centres, highlighting how sports, faith, and
outreach are changing lives in communities.
Your generous support has made this work
possible—thank you for standing with us

during this challenging time.

From Service to Salvation:
Sasha’s Journey in
Borodianka, Ukraine

When a new year begins, we look
forward to reaching the goals we set.
In Borodianka, Ukraine, the team had
several hopes for 2024 which focused
on reaching out to children, young
people, families and the military. They
succeeded in many ways through 90
children’s meetings, two baptisms,

a summer camp with 100 attendees,
and retreats for military personnel.

But often, even when we are most
focused on our target audience,
God is at work among the helpers.
Local churches received much
help from the local community,
and one such helper was Sasha.

“During this year of service, I
have received wonderful blessings
from God,” Sasha said. “I was
filled with the courage to make a
very important decision to accept
Jesus Christ into my heart.”

It was through simple acts of service
with believers that Sasha was able
to not only hear the Gospel, but see
it in action in her own community.

Her transformation is a testament to
God’s work through ECM’s support

and the local believers who continue to
serve in the midst of the crisis caused by
the war. Praise God for the many lives
that have been changed through the
believers in Borodianka. Let’s pray that
many more people, like Sasha, put their
trust in our Saviour, Jesus Christ in 2025.
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For us men and women, everything started in a garden... God's Garden. And
although we sinned and were banished from it, God was not done with us yet.

He had still another garden, where tears
of blood fell to the ground, as our Saviour
made his way to the cross. With his
resurrection we were invited, once again,
into God's Garden. Thus the story of the
Church began and it is not finished yet...
And you and | are part of it.

The Biennial is a tremendous event where
the whole ECM family of missionaries,
partners, families, churches, Mobilisation
Teams and supporters come together for
a week of inspiration, encouragement,
fellowship and fun.

We all love it, and we can't wait to be
together again in April, where over 500 of
the ECM family will gather in Roquetas de
Mar, a small town in Andalusia, Spain.

This year Simon Marshall, ECMI's International
Director, will lead the preaching of the Word.
He will be joined by two other speakers

from our own ECM family Stephan Pohn, a
first culture worker serving in west Austria
and ECM lIreland’s Josh Reeve who serves in
Albania with his wife Ali and children.

The theme of our Biennial is ‘In God’s
Garden’, and from the creation in Genesis,

the image of the garden brings humanity
into the role of the gardener, tasked with
the care and government of the world.

In the New Testament, Jesus once again
presents the garden as our task, with

men and women as Sowers of the seed.
He himself opens the way for that task

to be done when, in another garden, he
surrendered his life for our salvation. That
brings us to another garden, where our
Lord rose from death, and new life and
new hope were offered to the world. From
that time on, we keep working as Sowers,
reapers, gardeners... until the day our Lord
comes back, and we exchange the Garden
for the City.

ﬁ\ Pray for the ECM Ireland family,

as we all travel to Spain to meet
with our brothers and sisters
from across the continent.

ﬁ\ Pray for the organisers of the
Biennial - for smooth plans and
for a joyful time to be had by all.

m Pray for good health and
wonderful fellowship when we
are altogether.
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TO HER PEOPLE

ﬁ | By Josh Reeve ~

For the past four years Ali and I have been involved in the ministry of
Torchbearers Albania (some of you may know Torchbearers by its British
name “Capernwray”). At first, our involvement was limited to teaching once or
twice a year at the Crossroads Bible School in the south of Albania, and this
was consistently a highlight of our ministry year. In God’s goodness, last year
we moved to the south to become permanent members of staff at Crossroads.
It has been a real joy to be part of this ministry and to play a small part in
discipling the next generation.

ECM LIFE
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Over the years that we have been involved
at Crossroads, one particular joy has been
getting to know Donike Hoti, a young
woman from the city of Malisheva - across
the border in Kosovo. Donike first heard
the gospel and became a believer through
a Christian kids' club in her city. Later, as

a young adult, she came as a student to
Crossroads to be discipled and grow in her
understanding of the Scriptures. Following
Bible School, Donike returned to Kosovo
to study English at university level. Since
2021, she has been working full time at
Crossroads as the Bible School translator.

It's been incredible to watch the Lord grow
Donike and use her in ministry. As the school
translator, she has been involved in Bible
and theology classes for the past four years
and she has been a huge blessing to the
community here. She has faithfully taught,
discipled, and pastorally cared for students
and has had a fruitful ministry both here on
campus and in our local church.

A few years ago Donike began to express
her desire to undertake more theological
training so that she could be more equipped
for ministry among her own people in
Kosovo. In God’s kindness, last year we
were able to help Donike connect to Sydney
Missionary and Bible College, where Ali and
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"As missionaries, one of our main
prayers has always been that the Lord
would raise up the next generation of
workers in the harvest field"

| also trained for ministry. We’re absolutely
delighted that Donike has been awarded a
scholarship to study at SMBC and as | write
this she has already been in Australia a
month, beginning her training for long term
gospel work in Kosovo.

For Donike, the purpose of heading to
Australia to study the Bible is clear: that
she might return to speak words of gospel
love and life to the people of Kosovo. In her
own words: “/t’s my desire to serve among
my own people. Considering the lack of
gospel workers among the Albanian people,
especially in Kosovo, it’s my desire to come
back from theological study equipped to do
gospel work there.”

As missionaries, one of our main prayers
has always been that the Lord would raise
up the next generation of workers in the
harvest field, and it’s been wonderful to see
the Lord raise up Donike to go and speak
the gospel to her own people.

A delightful twist in this tale is that ECM
Ireland have started a new project to
support Donike with her living expenses in
Australia, and with the long term goal of
building a team of supporters who would
send her as a missionary to her own people
in Kosovo. So in the extravagant way that
only God works, Donike’s journey to mission
and ministry also now includes God’s people
in Ireland! Praise him that he continues to
build his church, as he promised he would.

ECM LIFE
Page 13



SPRING 2025

Most Monday evenings you will find me visiting the brothels of Athens,
joining a small team of volunteers with a registered Christian NGO called
Nea Zoi. There are estimated to be over 400 brothels in and around the city
of Athens, and that’s just the tip of the iceberg. Prostitution is legal here in
Greece, so hundreds of women are brought in from all over the world, mainly
from less well-off countries, to meet the demand, and they are often fed false
stories of what they will actually be doing once they arrive.

We generally go out in threes; two women
and a man. The man doesn’t enter the
brothel with us but stands on the street
and keeps watch while we enter the
brothels in twos.

We take coffee/tea with us as well as
contact cards (for any help they may
need) and in the New Year, we took
Christian calendars with Scripture verses
in many different languages and gave
them to the “Madames” and the girls. The
‘Madames” are the doorkeepers to the girls
and most of the time they are friendly and
allow us to speak to the girls if they are

ECM LIFE
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not busy with a ‘client’ during our visit.

This is an obviously spiritually dark world that
| enter in on Monday evenings. It can be very
draining emotionally especially when you
come face to face with sights, sounds and
smells that are not part of your regular world.

Pray for the Monday evenings
outreach. Also pray for Threads of
Hope, where | help, as they train

some of the women who have been
rescued from the above situation to
get sewing skills.




LEAVING
A LEGACY

If you are willing to
leave a gift to ECM in
your will, there are three
main ways to do so:

1. Residuary gift:

a share (or all) of what
remains of the value of
your estate once your
family and friends have
been dealt with. This
has the advantage of
staying the same over
time and therefore
your will won’t need to
change to keep up with
inflation.

2. Pecuniary gift:
a specific amount
of money.

3. Specific gift:
a named item such as a
piece of art or jewellery.

If you want to leave

a gift to ECM, or want
to know more about
doing so, please tick the
appropriate box on the
response form.

Thank you for investing
in ongoing ministry
in Europe!

GIVING TO ECM IRELAND

Name:
Address:

Postcode:
Telephone:

Email:

Please send me:

O ECM Life (three times per year) O post OO email
O ECM’s monthly prayer diary O post OO email
O Eurolink (ECM Ireland monthly prayer resource) O post O email

Signature:

SINGLE GIFT DONATION
O £5 0O £15 O £30 O £50 Other £

O Euros Amount €

O For use where most needed

O For the Christmas Appeal

[0 Towards the work of:

O I enclose a cheque made payable to ECM Ireland
O | do not require an acknowledgment.

You can also donate on line
www.ecmireland.org/give

GIFT AID DECLARATION ﬂ{ﬁmd‘/t

[ | wish to gift aid to ECM this and any gift | have given in the last four years,
until further notice. | confirm | have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax
and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least
equal to the amount of tax that all the charities that | donate to will reclaim on
my gifts for that tax year.

Full name:

Signature: Date:



REGULAR GIVING

[ For use where most needed:
[0 Towards the work of:

STANDING ORDER DETAILS

Bank name:

Bank address:

Postcode:

Account holder:

wcsmnso ]I
soncses | | L[ ]1 ] |

Please deduct (amount in words) pounds

from my account on |:||:| / |:||:|/|:||:|and then each

[0 Month O Quarter O Year (tick one) until further notice.

This standing order (tick as appropiate)...
[ Replaces
[0 Does not replace an existing standing order to ECM

Pay this sum to: European Christian Mission
A/C: 40615008 Sort Code: 98 09 60
Ballymacoss Avenue, Lisburn BT28 2GX

Signature: Date:

For bank use only: Paying bank please ensure all backdated payments are
made and the following reference number is quoted with all payments.
Reference No.

LEGACY GIVING

O I have included ECM in my will.
O I would like to consider including ECM in my will.

GIFT AID DECLARATION
[ | wish to gift aid to ECM this and any gift | have given in the last four years,
until further notice. | confirm | have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax
and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least
equal to the amount of tax that all the charities that | donate to will reclaim on
my gifts for that tax year.

Full name:

Signature: Date:

giftaid it

PRAYER
POINTS

Gospel Workers Gathering:
Please pray for the
gathering in Bosnia from
7th-11th May when an ECM/
Church Leader group

from Ireland meet with
workers from around the
Balkans area for a time of
mutual encouragement and
envisioning.

ECM Ireland Council:

The Council meets on
Tuesday 3rd June, pray for
wisdom and direction in the
discussions.

ECM Ireland
Ballymacoss Avenue,
Lisburn, BT28 2GX,
Northern Ireland

tel. +44 (0) 28 92 666 044

email. ecm.ni@ecmi.org

web. www.ecmireland.org
Charity no. 102665




